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second army at Corunna, but for the positive demand of
poor General Moore that empty transports should be sent
thither. So the reinforcements were disembarked, I
fear it will be found that Moore was rather an excellent
officer, than a general of those comprehensive and daring
views necessary in his dangerous situation. Had Welles-
ley been there, the battle of Corunna would have been
fought and won at Somosierra, and the ranks of the
victors would have been reinforced by the population of
Madrid. Would to God we had yet 100,000 men in
Spain. I fear not Buonaparte's tactics. The art of
fence may do a great deal, but "alia stoccata" as Mer-
cutio says, cannot carry it away from national valor and
personal strength. The Opposition have sold or bartered
every feeling of patriotism for the most greedy and selfish
egoisme.

Ballantyne's brother is setting up here as a bookseller,
chiefly for publishing. I will recommend Coleridge's
paper to him as strongly as I can. I hope by the time it
is commenced he will be enabled to send him a handsome
order. From my great regard for his brother, I shall
give this young publisher what assistance I can. He is
understood to start against Constable and the Keviewers,
and publishes the Quarterly. Indeed he is in strict alli-
ance, offensive and defensive, with John Murray of Fleet
Street. I have also been laboring a little for the said
Quarterly, which I believe you will detect. I hear very
high things from Gifford of your article. About your
visit to Edinburgh, I hope it will be a month later than
you now propose, because my present prospects lead me
to think I must be in London the whole month of April.
Early in May I must return, and will willingly take the
lakes in my way in hopes you will accompany me to
Edinburgh, which you positively must not think of visit-
ing in my absence.

Lord Advocate, who is sitting behind me, says the
Ministers have resolved not to abandon the Spaniardswere afterwards
